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*Shuttles are available along the Saugeen River from Thorncrest Outfitters, call 519-797-1608. Home to the National Park’s only campground, with 242

non-electrical sites, it's great home base for paddlers. Reservations
are required for parking at the Cyprus Lake Campground. Book in
advance at pc.gc.ca/grotto.
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Saugeen River

The Saugeen River flows west through
rolling scenic landscapes towards the Lake
Huron shoreline. The route crosses a lot of
agricultural land and is bordered by mixed

forest and vegetation.

Why Paddle the Saugeen?

1. Nearly 100 kilometres of river
with 15 access points gives you an
abundance of different routes

2. Varying degrees of difficulty from
wide, slow flowing sections to
stretches with gentle rapids

3. Local outfitters provide you with
rental equipment and shuttles,
making for a worry-free river
experience

4.Campgrounds and conservation
areas along the river allow overnight
stays and serve as a great starting
point for a weekend adventure

5. Home to the largest runs of
migratory Rainbow Trout
(steelheads) in Ontario

Get on the water with a canoe,
kayak, SUP board or even a river tube.
Where will the river take you?
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The Expert Portaging Route

Saugeen River Access 3to 5

Duration: 20km /310 6 hours Level: challenging to expert

Portages:
Maple Hill Dam: Portage (150 m) on the left (south) bank, upstream of
the bridge. Exercise extreme caution when portaging across the road.

Hydro Dam: Portage (240 m) on the left (west) bank, upstream of
the dam.

®  The Expert Portaging Route

The Walkerton to Paisley Route

Saugeen River Access 5to 9

Duration: 40km /6 to 11hours Level: challenging to expert

Note: Exercise caution as rapids, large rocks and flood debris could
be present. You'll find the McBeath Conservation Area at Access #8,
which is home to serene backcounty camping.

®  The Walkerton to Paisley Route

The Paisley to Saugeen Bluffs Route

Saugeen River Access 9 to 11

Duration: 85km/1to 2 hours Level: beginner to intermediate
©  The Paisley to Saugeen Bluffs Route

The Bluffs to Burgoyne Bridge Route

Saugeen River Access 11 to 13

Duration: 11.5km/15to3hours  Level: beginner to intermediate

@  The Bluffs to Burgoyne Bridge Route

The Burgoyne Bridge to Denny's Dam Route

Saugeen River Access 13 to 15

Duration: 15km /2to 4 hours Level: beginner to intermediate

Portages:
Denny’s Dam: Portage (150 m) on the left (south) bank.

©  The Burgoyne Bridge to Denny’s Dam Route

The Denny’s Dam to Southampton Route

Saugeen River Access 15 to 16

Duration: 3km/1to 2 hours Level: beginner to intermediate

. The Denny’s Dam to Southampton Route
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Bait, lure or fly?

Upstream from Lake Huron, you will find one of Ontario’s
best steelhead and Chinook salmon runs. Comprised

of naturally sheltered feeder systems and spring-fed

lakes, the Saugeen River system is an angler’s heaven

for brown and brook trout, largemouth and smallmouth
bass, northern pike and musky. Consider supporting local
fisheries by practising catch-and-release. Join volunteer-
run fishing groups and organizations including the Ontario
Steelheader’s Association, Happy Trout Unlimited and the
Lake Huron Fishing Club with hatcheries located in both
Saugeen Shores and Kincardine.





